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Moving Day 

The lot adjacent to the shop area is being 

emptied so it can be repaved. The paving 

contractor needs to complete the work this 

year, and since the asphalt plants all try to 

close for the season towards the end of No-

vember, the rush is on. 

Moving the Museumôs collection of stor-

age trailers, parts, maintenance tents, and 

vehicles takes more than one dayðit has 

been ongoing for weeks, but the end is 

nearly in sight.  

The good news is that the stored equip-

ment and parts are being sorted as they are 

moved to improve storage efficiency and 

access.  
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More Moving Day 

Our maintenance tents are far 

from new, and some of the canvas 

is starting to really show its age. 

We  recently located new canvas 

end sections on the Government 

Liquidation Company sales site, 

and it looks like the FSMMV may 

have won the bid.  

Its been a few years since some 

of our storage trailers have had to 

turn their wheels, but so far, they 

have all made it to the Museumôs 

display area.  

At least one of the trailers dates 

back to the WWII era, however 

most are from the Cold War period. 
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Ft. Irwinôs Burros 

Sometime this fall, the Bureau of Land Management will 

start rounding up nearly 100 of the wild donkeys that roam 

through Ft. Irwin. Theyôre attracted by the many natural 

springs that are on the base, but they threaten the habitat of 

the endangered desert tortoise. Every time they wander 

through the live fire areas, training has to stop while the bur-

ros are convinced to move on. 

There have been two previous roundups, and the burros 

have proven popular, so the Bureau doesnôt expect any prob-

lems finding people who want to adopt a burro. 

The Jeep is gone ï or is it? Its successor, known as the Joint 

Light Tactical Vehicle (JLTV), is now in development. 

The JLTV is a U.S. Army, USSOCOM, and U.S. Marine 

Corps program to replace the HMMWV  with a family of 

more survivable vehicles with greater payload. Additionally, 

the HMMWV was not designed to be an armored combat and 

scout vehicle but has been employed as one, while the JLTV 

is being designed from the ground up for tactical usage. 

The design requirements for the JLTV will result in a vehicle 

that will be a far cry from the WWII Jeep: 

30 kilowatt generator: The vehicle will be designed to 

generate sustained power with the engine running at idle 

in addition to when the vehicle is moving.  

The trailer: Each JLTV 

will have a trailer capable 

of carrying the same pay-

load as its prime mover 

over the same speeds and 

mission profile. The 

trailer will also feature all 

the same reliability char-

acteristics as its prime 

mover.  

Jam-resistant doors: The 

vehicle's jam-resistant 

doors will allow the pas-

sengers to easily escape 

after the vehicle has 

taken damage.  

Armor kits: The JLTV 

will have two armor kits: 

the A-kit and a B-kit 

(which adds additional 

protection to the A-kit).  

Tires: The JLTV is 

planned to be able to run 

on two flat tires in order 

to keep going after being 

attacked by small arms.  

Leaks Resulting From 

Small Arms Fire: The 

vehicle will be capable of traveling one after having re-

ceived a single small caliber arms sized perforation to the 

fuel tank, engine oil pan, or coolant system. 

Electronic monitoring: The JLTV will be equipped with a 

diagnostic monitoring system that will electronically alert 

the operator to equipment failures. The electronic moni-

toring system will observe the fuel, air intake, engine, 

cooling, transmission, energy storage, power generation 

and vehicle speed.  

Light Weight: The USMC requires a vehicle that can be 

transported by their current and planned system.  The 

USMC has flatly stated that they will NOT buy a 20,000 

Lb vehicle. 

Reinventing the JEEP! 



 

 

Troop Trains 
If you served in WWI, WWII, or the Korean War, you 

rode a troop train to get to the port of embarkation. Troop 

trains would frequently start off with just a few carsðmore 

troop cars, flat cars, and kitchen cars would be added as the 

train worked it way to the coast, and eventually a very long 

train would arrive along side an ocean liner. Filling an ocean 

liner with 13,000 troops could require up to 20 trains, each 

with about 10 coaches, several baggage cars, and 1-2 kitchen 

cars.   

Between 1941 and 1945 almost all American soldiers rode a 

troop train at some time. During this period, railroads com-

mitted on average a quarter of their coaches and half their 

Pullmans to running troop trains. Some months saw up to 

2500 troop trains, with up to 100,000 military passengers per 

day.  Many of these trains ran over 

normally freight-only lines, especially 

if accessing a military base. Railroad 

involvement varied, but some roads, 

such as the Pennsylvania and the New 

Haven committed even more of their 

equipment because of their strategic 

locations.   

Troop movements of over 12 

hours were assigned Pullman car 

space, if available. Pullmans some-

times slept 30,000 members of the 

armed services a night. This effort 

was helped by the fact that Pullman 

had about 2,000 surplus cars, mostly 

tourist sleepers, which had been fortu-

nately been stored instead of 

scrapped. When extra equipment was 

required for larger-than-normal troop 

movements, the government would 

request removal of sleeping cars from 

all public passenger runs of less than 

450 miles.  

In 1943 and again in 1945, the 

government ordered 1200 troop sleep-

ers from Pullman-Standard and 440 

troop kitchen cars from ACF. These 

designs were based on a 50-foot box 

car equipped with "full-cushion" 

trucks capable of speeds up to 100 

mph. The center-door sleepers slept 

30 in three-tiered, crosswise bunks. 

While not up to the same standards as 

the rest of its equipment, Pullman 

treated these cars service-wise as if 

they were regular Pullman passenger 

cars - linen and bedding were changed 

daily, etc. 

The Korean War again saw troop 

trains, but by Vietnam the numbers 

were down. (due to the availability of 

larger airplanes and the reduced ca-

pacity of the railroads).  
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The kitchen crew in this kitchen car have all the latest con-

veniencesðincluding gasoline fueled stoves instead of the old 

fashioned wood stoves that were usually used in Army 

kitchen cars (note the supply of gasoline that thankfully has 

been stored in front of an open baggage door), plus some KP 

help to peel spuds. It was fairly common for 

a troop train with wood kitchen stoves to run 

out of woodðwhen that happened, the com-

mander would have to wire ahead for more 

wood. 

When troops boarded troop trains, they often didnôt know 

their final destinationðthe troops in this train will help build 

this camp, adding to the existing tents, latrines, and mess 

tents. 

Army personnel loaded their equipment, 

secured the equipment guarded the equip-

ment while en-route, and unloaded the 

equipment. After each move, the train  was 

inspected by both military personnel and 

railroad personnel to ensure that it was 

ready for another troop train. 
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