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M561 Gamma Goat

When the Army embarked on their vehicle upgrade pro-
grams in the early *50s, all the efforts weren’t limited to con-
ventional vehicles—one of the programs led to the develop-
ment of the M561 Gamma Goat (named for its inventar,
Roger Gamaunt). The design of an articulated, six-wheel
drive vehicle unfortunately resulted in a hybrid vehicle with
more problems than successes,

The vehicle had used a Chevrolet engine in the early pro-
totype, however this was converted to a 103 Hp Detroit Diesel
3-53 engine by the time full production was started by Con-
solidated Diesel Electric Company,

The Gamma, selling for nearly § 15,000 each, was de-
signed to be amphibious. This required that the extremely

loud 95 decibel (about equivalent to a pneumatic paving
breaker) diesel engine be placed directly behind the driver’s
head. In addition, the vehicles had very low freeboard, which
required entering the water very carefully after you were ab-
solutely certain that both bilge pumps were operational and all
the hull drains were in place.

The Gamma served in the Vietnam war, however their
poor reliability, together with their poor success off-road, led
to their early retirement, with many serving as firing range
targets.

The FSMM was fortunate enough to obtain one that was
probably on its way to a firing range when we found it (see
the article inside for a restoration update). Though nearly
14,000 of them were built, they are a relatively rare vehicle,
and the Museum is fortunate to have one that 1s in fairly good
condition,







