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Prablems with the trailer, December 28, 1944, The officer standing at centre ix LT Baumgardner, the Plagoor Leader. Oiher members of the
graup are PFC Love, PFC Sievens, SGT Overstreer, PRC Ralplt Sehneider, PFC Arlvnt Hagen and PFC Roberi Ravenstein. Novice the burned
vres on the traifer and the M32 ARV an the right.

4 America’s King Tiger

As the only King Tiger tank
(Pz.Kpfw. V1) in the Western Hemi-
sphere, ‘3327 now sits proudly on display
i the Patton Muscum of Cavalry and
Armour at Fort Knox, Kentucky, For
nearly 46 vears it had  rested  at
Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.
until it was transferred to the Patlon
Museum in Awugust 1991, Since s
moave, the tank has heen thoroughiy
examined and has undergong a cosmet-
ic restoration by the musewm staff,

Although it is one of only 1wo surviv-
ing Tigers from Kampfgruppe Peiper
{the other remaining on the battleficld
at La Gleire; see W& T 211, very little of
substance has been written about *332°.
Several published works' note that i
was recovered along Roule N33 near
Petit Coo, Belgiovm, but no one has
explained why it was abandonad thera
and why and how it was moved Lo Spa.
To answer these guestions, we have to
go back to late December 1944 and ook
at the situation at that time.

Cin the morning of Christmas eve.
1944, lead clements of the American
T40th Tank Battalion began their final
assault on the small Belgian lown of La
Gleize. Expoecting heavy resistance, but
encountering none. the ankers were
amazed to find over 70 cnomy
armourcd vehictes abandoned in and

around the town. These vehicles were
the remains of Kampfgruppe Peiper,
who had abandoned the 1own fate the
night belare?’,

On Christmas Dav, C Company,
along with 3rd Platcon of D Company
740th Tank Battalion. was assigned to
aid the 1149th Infantry in continuing the
attack south atong the N33 owards
Trois Ponts. While this new attack was
proceeding. a section from the 463rd
Ordpnance Evacuation Company rolled
inter La Gleize to begin evacuating
recoverabde vehicles, One of four such
units attached o the US First Army, the
mission of 463rd was 10 recover aban-
doned Allied vehicles. as well as select-
ed enemy vehicles and equipment for
evaluation®.

One of the vehicles recovered in La
Gleize was King Trger “204°, which had
been abandoned in an open Geld near
the town. Discovering thai the vehicie
could move under il 0Wn power, SCVer-
al soldiers of the 463rd undertook to
crive the tank along a secondary road to
Spu. After driving for several kilo-
metres, the tank’s engine caught fire
and stalled. Although the fire iself was
put out by the automatic fire suppres-
sion syslem, lbe tank could not be
restarted despite the soldiers” effores
and was abandoned where it stopped’.

The recovery of ‘332,
described by Charles R. Lemons

While the first recovery was taking
place, C Company’s planned attack
down  highway N33 was underway.
Rounding 3 bend in the road abouwt four
kilometres south of iown, the lead
American fanks were dismayed to spot
a single King Tiger along the roadside
abead. The lead Sherman quickly fired
a single WP (white phosphorons)
smoke round, which missed the tarpet.
To the American tank crew’s amaze-
ment. the hatches on the King Tiger
abruptly opened and its crew baled out.
The Amecricans were s relieved at not
receiving return fire, that they ceased
fire and allowed the German crow {o
escape unharmed. Since i was no
fonger a threat, the tank was by-passed
and left for the engincers or recovery
crews®, A crew did come by and stopped
fong cnough o paint “DON'T BLOW
v EWACUATE in white on the front
slope before moving on.

Back in La Gleize. the section from
the 463rd was ceasing operations for the
day, disappoinied at having failed in
their recovery of Tiger 2047, The nexi
marning, December 26, the unil contin-
ned down the N33 and soon came
across Tiger “332°. which had been so
gquickly abandoned by its crew the day
before. Since the tank had been marked
for recovery, the scction brought up
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