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Royal Marine Tanks At Normandy

By 1.D. Ladd

RM Centaur I'V showing the 3-inch high white markings of degrees, counter-clockwise, around turret. The battery number

is white on a 10-inch square of Corps colors. A similar arm of service flash and battery number was on the offside (right) of

the engine compartment rear. Census numbers included T 185863, positioned as shown and probably af the rear lower hull

cenier. These Cenfaurs were a medium fo dark brown as their intended olive green top coat was never applied. The armored
projection, left front of turret top, protected the special dial sight.

Still seasick, although less so than  landing, one LCT (Armored) came on
during the night, tank crews climbed — beach obstacles 200 yards from the

Sherman - forced their way ashore. This
Section of 5 Troop, with their Troop

into their Centaurs about 0630 hours,
Their landing craft were low in the warter
and several had about a foot of water
swishing about in the tank well. Others
were to sink when hit by enemy fire after
their rough passage from England to the
Seine Bay on June 6, 1944, In a typical

shore; in negotiating these the craft
slowed and took two hits from enemy
shells which jammed the ramp. One of
the Centaurs had to charge this bowramp
seven times before the buckled plates
burst free and the craft’s tanks - two
Centaurs and the Troop commander’s

commander, landed as part of the 3rd
Battery of the Armored Support Group,
to give close support to the other
Canadians; the 3rd and 4th Batteries
forming the 2nd RM Armored Assault
Regiment under command of Canadian
Division 3. The 1st RM Armored







