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A right side view of the second Pilot Vehicle, serial 7041773, Things to note include the small fuel tank, the two gas cans, the rubber

e

covered drive sprocket, the position of the shovel and the boat hook. The ladder was provided on pilot vehicles for easier access to

Experience gained during WWII had
shown that wheeled amphibious vehicles
needed a firm sand beach to land on,
rocky or badly holed beaches could stop
virtually all wheeled vehicles. The exist-
ing M29 “Weasel” Cargo Carrier had the
ability to cross soft or rocky beaches, but
it could be easily swamped by high waves.
The canvas top of the M29 provided little
or no protection for crew or cargo from
the elements, and the vehicle was consid-
ered unusable in far northern or Arctic
areas. A postwar study was undertaken to
consider a possible new wvehicle which
could replace the M29 “Weasel” and 2-
12-ton GMC DUEW (or “Duck™ for

the roof of the vehicle.

beachhead supply work. At the same time,
units stationed in Alaska, Greenland, and
northern BEurope began requesting a vehi-
cle which could transport supplies during
winter and deep snow conditions which
halted regular wheeled vehicle traffic. In
1949, the U1.5. Army's Ordnance Depart-
ment issued a design request to the Auto-
motive Ordnance (AQ) Group of the Gen-
eral Motors Corporation for a “Special
Purpose Cargo Carrier and Prime Mover
Wehicle.” This request had five design
requirements for the vehicle: it had to be
(1) amphibious, (2) fully enclosed, (3) air
transportable, (4) suitable for deep snow
operation, and (5} suitable for cargo or

personnel. The AQ Group responded with
a design which the US Army studied and
modified. The requested changes were
made by the AQ Group and a design mock-
up was constructed. In June of 1950, a
contract was 1ssued for construction of six
pilot vehicles to be designated T46E].
These pilot vehicles were built and tested
during 1951 under the direction of Mr.
Leonard S. Moore, Ordnance Department
Engineer; Dale B, McCormick, General
Motors AQ Group Engineer; and Paul D.
Metzler, Pontiac Motor Division Project
Engineer. At the completion of testing, the
vehicle was accepted for production by
the Ordnance Department, being redesig-
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