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The production M551 Sheridan, which
began coming off the assembly line dur-
ing 1965, bore little similarity to the
twelve prototype/test vehicles. The pro-
duction vehicle had replaced the box like
hull structure with a far more angular
shape for better ballistic protection. The
hull, comprised of welded aluminum
armor, was divided into three compart-
ments. The front compartment housed the
vehicle's driver, the middle served as the
fighting compartment, and the rear com-
partment housed the engine.

The driver had an unusual hatch which,
when opened, pivoted 180° to the rear,
coming to rest inside the hull. Vision,
with the hatch closed, was supplied by
three periscopes, with the center peri-
scope being capable of taking an infrared
lens for night driving. The fighting com-
partment housed the turret basket, extra
ammunition and various other incidental
equipment,

Power for the Sheridan was provided
by a 300 horsepower V6 water-cooled

A new Sheridan M551 tank being cold weather tested at Fort Richardson, Alaska in February 1968.

turbo-charged diesel ‘engine, which was
coupled to a six speed transmission (four
forward, two reverse gears). This engine
provided a high horsepower to weight
ratio due to the M551's light weight, giv-
ing the vehicle a top speed of forty miles
per hour. The internal fuel tank (at the
rear) held some 160 gallons of diesel fuel,
giving the M551 a range of 375 miles.
The engine compartment had a fire extin-
guisher system which could be activated
by the driver, or from the outside by pull-
ing a handle on the port side of the hull
above the first two road wheels.

The suspension system consisted of
five road wheels mounted on a torsion bar
suspension with the drive sprocket sit-
uated in the rear and the idler wheel in the
front. No track return rollers were fitted
and the first and last road wheels were fit-
ted with hydraulic shock absorbers.

The turret, mounted above the center
fighting compartment, was constructed of
welded steel armor. Two hatches were
provided: one on the starboard side for
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the tank commander (TC) and one for the
loader on the port side. The TC’s hatch
was sef in a cupola fitted with ten vision
blocks for 360° coverage. Mounted on the
cupola was a gun mount for a .50 caliber
M2 machine gun, One problem area was
that, when using the .50 caliber machine
gun, the commander was fully exposed to
enemy fire, This faet later led to the
development of an armored “crows nest”
for use in Vietnam,

The loader was provided with an M37
periscope, which could rotate 360°
mounted just in front of his hatch. The
gunner was seated on the starboard side
of the hull below the TC, with an M129
telescope sight coupled to the main gun.
For night firing, he had an infrared M44
sight mounted on the turret roof. When
using the missile system, the gunner
would guide the round to the target by
keeping the target aligned in the cross
bars of the sight. Changes in the missile’s
course were automatically adjusted by
signals sent from the tank to a small







