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Standardization of Heavy Tank M26 in
May 1945 culminated a consistent pro-
gram of experimentation and development
conducted over several years. Formally
classified as Limited Procurement type in
October 1944 and designated Heavy Tank
T26E3, the wvehicle embodies improve-
ments which have been tested thoroughly
on this and other tanks of the T20 series.

Compact in design, it is lower and wider
than Heavy Tanks M6 and M6A1 and is
not as heavy. It has greater fire power and
heavier armor and has better mobility and
maneuverability.

Weighing 46 tons, the vehicle has a
ground pressure of 12.7 Th./sq. in. with 24-
in. track and can be operated at speeds up
to 25 m.p.h. Consideration is being given
to reducing the unit ground pressure to
10.9 Ib.fsqg. in. by using the T80E1 type of
track with extended end connectors. It will
climb a 60% grade and will cross a trench
almost 8 feet wide.
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David Wright'’s restored T26 Pershing Tank, sitting at the Wright Military Museum in Shrewsbury, MA, 1993,

Principal armament is a 90-mm Gun
M3, mounted coaxially with a Cal. .30
Machine Gun MI1919A4 in the turrel.
These guns can be depressed to —10° and
elevated 1o +20° and can be traversed
through 360°, either manually or by power.
The gun is equipped with a muzzle brake.

The Shot, Fixed, HVAP-T, 90-mm,
T30E16, fired from this gun, has a muzzle
velocity of 3,350 feet per second. Tt will
penetrate 7.2 inches of homogeneous
armor plate at 30° obliquity at 1,000 yards.

A Cal. .30 Machine Gun MI1919A4
(flexible) is located in the bow. A Cal. .50
Machine Gun M2 HB (flexible) for anti-
aircraft use is mounted on the turret.

Provision is made for carrying five cal.
45 submachine guns and one cal. .30 car-
bine with grenade launcher.

The armor is placed at varying angles
designed to provide the greatest possible
protection against enemy projectiles. The

front upper hull is 4 inches thick and has a
basis of 6.9 inches. The turret front is 4
inches thick and has the additional protec-
ton of a gun mount shield with a 4-1/2
inch basis.

The suspension is of the individually
sprung torsion bar type, with bumper
springs and double-acting shock absorbers
to give additional protection. Center-guid-
ed track is used.

Power is supplied by a Ford GAF gaso-
line engine through a torgmatic transmis-
sion and a controlled differential, the tracks
being driven by sprockets at the rear.

The commander, gunner, and loader are
seated in the rotating turret, entrance to
which is through the commander’s hatch
or a smaller hatch over the loader. The
driver and assistant driver are seated in the
lower fromt hull, access to which is
through two hatches. Two emergency exit
doors are located in the floor of the hull,







